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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 



BOX DD 
Washington, DC. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants submit the enclosed Form PTO-1449, 
an Information Disclosure Statement ("IDS"). This IDS is being filed after three months of the filing 
date of this national Application but before the mailing date of any Office Action on the merits. 
Thus, no fee is required per 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). In the event any fee is due, the Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 23-0280. A duplicate copy of this sheet is 
enclosed for that purpose. 

The present application is a Continuation-in-Part Application of Serial No. 09/015,475, 
which was filed on January 29, 1998, and is a divisional application of United States Patent 
Application Serial No. 08/712,174, which was filed on September 11, 1996 (abandoned). This 
application relies upon the '475 and the ' 1 74 applications for its effective filing date under 35 U.S.C. 
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§ 120. Accordingly, and pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), copies of the patents, publications, and 
other information previously cited in those prior applications is not provided. 

The Examiner is requested to consider carefully the complete text of the enclosed references 
in connection with the examination of this application. It is requested that the listed references be 
made of record and included in the "References Cited" portion of any patent issuing from this 
application. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: June 25. 2002 
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